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l. E!!i This Memorandum of understanding (hereinafter referrcd to as avfou-) is made
and entered into by and between the SPCA of roras, (hereinafter reGned to as 

..spck) whosc
ad&ess is 2400 Lone star Drivq Dallas, Texas 75212 and the Hopkins county Sheriffr om"",
whose address is Rosemon! Sulplur Springs, Texas7i482.

2. Pumose: The purpose of this MOU is to establish the temLs End conditions under which the
Ho_pkins county Sheriffs office will carry the cornmission of (l) Teus TCOLE licensed peace
o-fficer as special investigator, employed by the SPCd for the particular purpose ofassisting the
Hopkins county SheriFs office with regards to animal cruelty cases arising within Hopkin-s
County, Texas and other such related law erforcement duties as assigned fi*re ffopUris County
Sheriffs Office.

3 . Tcrm of Mou: This Mou is effective upon the day and datc las signed and executed by
tJre duly authorized representatives ofthe parties to this MOU and sha[ remain in frrll force snd
effect for not looger thaa on (l) month beyond the current term ofoffice ofthe Elected Hopkins
corrty Strriff, Lewis Tatum. This Mou may be termhated, without carse, by either party upon
thirty (30) days written notice, which notice shall be delivered by hand or by ccrtified maifto ihe
address listed above-

4 Plvmqnt: No moneary payment shall be rr,ade to either party by the other party as a res.rlt
of this MOU. The parties specificatly acknowledge and agree this MOU is not contiactual in
nature and no claim for monetary damages shall be souglrt by either party pursuant to this Mou.

5. Resoonsibilities of thc SBCA of Teres:
A. The SPCA shall cover all incurred costs for the special investigator, including but not

limited to, salaries, bene:fits, worker's compensation insurance, training confinuing
education, vehicles, vehicle maintenance and equipment ofthe above described
special invesigator.

B. Any equipment provided by the Hopkins Couuty Sheriffs Offrce to
the SPCA for use by the special investigator Sall remain the property oftb
Hopkins Cornty Sheriffs Office and will be returned to the Hopkins Coumy
Sheriffs Office upon termination of this MOU, or upon tlre request of
the Hopkins County Sheriff s Office.
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C. Cruelty Investigation.

The sPCA shall be solely.responsible for the payment ofany mooey to the special
investigaror and shall not be entitled to reimbunement orany una tom the iropkins

, county sherilt's oflice. This paragraph 5hefl 4s1 apply to any restitution rLivea
lgn the prosecution of animar cruelry cases by the 

- 
Hopkins couiry ii*itr.

Office on behalfofthe SPCA and/or Hopkins County for tf,ose cases in which
the sPCA was actively. involved either in the investigatiorl prosecution, or housing
of the animals included in any animal

D. Th€ SPCA! in their sole discretiorq strall have the ability to d€termine the amount of
salary and other benefits, ifany, paid to the special invistigator.

E. The special investigator assigned to ths Hopkins counp sheriffs officc w l
be responsible for:

l. lnvestigations ofarleged-a"imar cruelty reported to the SpcA or Hopkins
County Sheriffs Offce within Hopkins County; and

2. Assisting all Hopkins county Law Enforcement ag€ncies with inraestigations
relating to animal ctimes.

F. The SPCA will incur all costs.iacurred by the spcA for the purposes of investigatioq
housing and care for those animal cruelty cases situated in riopicin. cilt f;;'*hi;
the SPCA special investigaor was the lead investigative officer.

G. The sPCA will be responsible for providing the Hopkins county District Attorney,s
with all requested case - related doqrments, in;luding but not tihited to,

case files, warrant retums and any other case-related doorments with the exclusion of
those documerts srbject to privileges and exemptions pursuant to all appricabre state
and lbderal lules of prtx,ulure.

6. Rcsoonsibilities of thc Hookinr Countv SheriFs Ofiice:

. A. The Hopkins County Sheriffs Office will submit to TCOLE appropriate
documentation and rraintain special investigator,s stdus as,.ched'undi ihe'

TCOLE guidelines with the Hopkins County Sheriffs Office.

B. hovide each Investigator with a Badge and Identification card in accordance to the
TCOLE iHopkins County Sherif s Offrce.
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C. Allow time spent working for the SPCA of Texas while in cooperation with the
Hopkins County Sheriffs Office to be logged as on duty rime for special investigator

D. Maintain log of completed TCOLE training and requbed TCOLE training.

E. On cases filed with the Hopkins Courry Criminal Dislrict Attorney,s Office, if any,
pursuant to this MOU by the special itrvestigator, the Hopkins Courty Criminal District
Attorney's Office will seek reasonable financial restitution for expenditures ofthe SPICA when

alpropriate according to the law then existing. However, the Hopkins County
Criminal District Attomey's Office cannot guaranlee that financial restitution in any
amoufi will be granted by the Court nor eventually paid by a particular defendant.

7. General Provisions:

A Anendmeots: Either party may requBt cbatrgcs to this MOU. Any changes,
modificationg revision, or anrendments to this MOU which are mutually agrccd upon
by and between the parties to this MOU sball be imorporaed by written
doqrmentation and effectivc when all involved panies with ttis MOU have siped the
doolm€ot or oth€rc/is€ sp€cified.

B. Aoolicrblc Lrw: The construction, inteqretation and enforcement of the MOU shall
be governed by the laws of thc State of Texas the corfis of mmpetent jurisdiction in
Hopkins County, Texas shall have jurisdiction over any action arising olt ofthis

C. Authoritv Grented and C'hein of Commend: Peace Officers ofthe Hopkins
Courty Sherif s Office assigred and performing duties purzuant to this MOU are zubject
to the direction and control ofthe Elected Hopkins County Sheriff and shall have full
peace ofEcer authority within the territorial jwisdiction of Hopkins County, Te,Gs.
Nothing in this MOU shall be interprAed to arrhorized any assigned peacs omcer to
exercise any power that the Hopkins County Sheriffs Office is not urthmized to
exercise.

D. Entiretv of Aqr€cmcat: This MOU represents the etrtire and integrated agreement
between the parties and supersedes all prior negotiations, representations and
ageements both *ritten and oral.

E. Liabilitv: Pursuant to Texas Law any peace officer acting under this MOU shall be
deerned to be actiog within the scope ofhis duties for law enforcement purposes.

F. Sevcnbilitv: Should any portion of this MOU be judicially illegal or unenforceable,
the remainder of the MOU shall continue in full lorce and effect, and either party may
renegdiate the terms affected by the severance.

status
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_G.- 
Sovereiqn Immunity:.Hopkins County and the Hopkins County Sheriffs Ofiice

l!_r^]-l! a3es nol.*alr:.n, applicable locat, State and federi rules and fa,"s, incUaing 
---

:ov9retqn llputty, chapter 72 of the Texas civit practice and Remedies coae, ana eiicte rg
Section 7 of the Texas Constitution.
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t. sisnetures In witness whereol the panies to this Mou through their duly authorized
representatives have executed this MOU on the days and dates below, and cenify they
have read, understood, and agreed to the terms and conditions ofthis MOU.

The efrective date of this MOU is the date ofthe signature last affrxed to this page.

SPCA of Teras

L4

Iames Bias- President and CEO

Sheriff. Hookins Counw. State of Texas

6t22t2017

,'t l -zz-p/7
Name
Sheriff
For the Hopkins County
SherifP s OIfice

Date
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